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tMr. Dundas then moved for a long list of Idlers, of different
dates, 1794,, and 1795, from Sir Charles Grei/, Sir John Jarvis^
General Williamson, and other naval and military commanders in
the West-Indies. Ordered.

APRIL 29.
BILL FOU ABOLISHING EXISTING GAME-LAWS.

Mr. Curwen moved t/ie second reading.    Captain Berkeley moved

that it be read a second time this day three, months.

MY.  SHERIDAN   agreed   with   his   honorable

friend.    He was always an enemy to the existing1

game-Iaws3 because he was an enemy to injustice

and oppression9    He thought it an odd idea "of the

.right of property, to say property was the creature

of the law ; but if it was so, the law ought to follow

up its own principle, and protect it.    Was it cri-

minal for a man to destroy the animals which de-

stroyed his property ? Yet that was the principle of

the existing law.    Persons have been transported

for invading that property, which it was lawful for

animals to destroy, that they might aiford sport to a

few qualified people ; and in this manner has pro-

perty for a long time been  the sport of law*    If

every man was permitted to share in  the amuse-

ment on his own estate, lie would be desirous to

preserve the game upon it for the sake of that amuse-

ment, and not be anxious to annihilate it, as he does

now, from a just indignation.    And he was appre-

hensive, that if game were saleable also, instead of

having the country paled round with gibbets, as it

now is, it would contribute greatly to reduce the

penal code ; for, fay the act of Geo. I. many persons

had suffered imprisonment for life, for partaking of

that pleasure which the law decreed  exclusively to

others ; but which no principle of right, humanity,

or justice could defend.    Though he saw no chance

that the bill would ultimately be successful/ yet he

wished exceedingly that it might be committed, and